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1. The repetition
of the number one.
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11 letters: C A R L O S C A R P A
11 isn’t just the number of letters
that make up the full name of
C A R L O S C A R P A. 11 is
also the width of the traditional
Italian brick. And 11 is the first
number made up of the repetition
of the previous number (1+1).
The repetition of an element to create
a new, different one is a resource that
Scarpa will make use of in different
ways throughout his work. Two circles
that interlace and create their own
figure, either as a result of the shape
created in their intersection (the
mandorla, as in the patterns on the
walls of the Olivetti store in Venice),
or as the result of the sum of both
figures (the vesica piscis, which he
bores on the facade of the Gavina
store in Bologna). In this last example,
6

1. The repetition of the number one.

the vesica piscis is present not only
in the facade window, but also in
the tiny anchoring of the window
into the wall. He thus presents
his works as a whole that emerges
from the sum of infinite parts,
11 (1+1) + 11…
The symbolic classical forms, so
present in the place where he was
born, are applied in modern language,
in accordance with the time when
they are built. This dualism is also
a symbol of his own idiosyncrasy:
Scarpa is an architect of his time
but also a traditional one. He uses
a furiously contemporary language
but builds his works with the
delicacy of a craftsman.
The noble materials he uses (wood,
steel, concrete, copper) gain their
value by way of an obsession with
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the precision of each and every detail;
a search for beauty through perfection.
“My father was possessed. He was by the
idea of beauty, even better, by beauty itself”
Tobía Scarpa.
Carlos Copertone
Contemporary Art Curator
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1.

1+1.

1. A detail of Museo Di Castelvecchio by Carlo Scarpa.
1+1. Tomba Brion of Cemetery in San Vito by Carlo Scarpa.
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The language of numbers
The architect Marco Frascari, a
classmate of Carlo Scarpa, wrote
about the latter that, although it was
true that in his work one plus one
meant two, it was also marvellously
true that a pair of ones became an
eleven. Doesn’t the vision of a pair
of columns, so present in Scarpa’s
architecture, remind us more of the
number eleven than the number two?

undoubtedly fascinating qualities,
but its presence in architecture is
quite unusual. That is why the use
of number eleven in this field is a
peculiar and differentiating feature,
a gesture of distancing oneself from
tradition, while retaining the powerful
link that numbers have with it.

The repetition of number one, the
apparently simplest digit, actually
contains the complexity of a whole
world. For there are few numbers
as magical and as cursed as eleven.
Scarpa was in love with this number;
he measured the world with it,
and was capable of creating truly
poetic works based on its canon.
Its strangeness and mystery are

In architecture, numbers tend to
have a cosmological meaning, and
take up the form of real symbols
whose relations within the works are
anything but casual. Thus, one could
say that when an architect chooses
a number with which to measure
the world, he is also choosing a
language in which to express himself,
because when it comes to projecting a
building, numbers are precisely that, a
way of connecting the intangible with
matter, the universe of ideas with the
physical world. In sum, a language.
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Carlo Scarpa found in number
eleven a way of giving expression
to his obsessions, weaving alliances
with many other—infinite—disciplines,
amongst which we can find art,
literature, and writing. These always
polluted his architecture in the best
possible way. That is why the fact
that the inspiration of this jewel
collection comes from a linkage of
two trades as apparently distant as
jewellery and architecture, and from
two elements as powerful in Scarpa’s
understanding of his profession, as
the number eleven and his fascination
with details, is perhaps one of the
best ways of paying tribute to him.
In these five rings, the care taken
in the selection of the materials, the
repetition and the precision with
which each detail has been designed,
are features absolutely recognisable
in the spirit of Scarpa’s work, and an

unmistakable sign that his figure
is still present.
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María Arranz
Editor of Fuet Magazine
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1.

1+1.

1. Dalmatian Jasper or “Dalmatino”: The word ‘jasper,’ a type of microcrystalline quartz, comes from
the Greek iaspis, which means “stained stone.” The biggest deposits are found in Mexico. It has a
capacity to absorb negative energies, while being positive as well for people with phobias or irrational fears.
On the other hand, it is known for intensifying the bonds that link us with our family, friends, and above
all, our partner.
1+1. Onyx: Made up of anhydrous silicate, and with a score of 7 on the Mosh scale of mineral hardness,
the word ‘onyx’ comes from the Greek onychion, which means “nail.” Of volcanic origin, the biggest
deposits of this semi precious stone can be found in Mexico, Brazil, and Uruguay. It is known as the great
protector of stones and it is said to have the capacity to dissolve negative energies and strengthen bravery.
subtle but very effective.
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1+1. The simplicity
of the forms.
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Eleven questions.
Eleven interviewed
This project was possible by
collaboration, since the first idea
to the final product, several
professionals were involved in it.
Anna Ponsa Lopez Creative at missnobody.net
Silvia Conde Art Director and Photographer
Miguel Naranjo Partner of Naranjo—Etxeberria
Diego Etxeberria Partner of Naranjo—Etxeberria
Berta Pfirsich Photographer
Mireia Ruiz Art Director at Cocolia
Iván Montero Photographer
Carlos Copertone Contemporary Art Curator
María Arranz Editor of Fuet Magazine
Pilar Lopez Anna’s mother
Josep Maria Ponsa Anna’s father
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My first skateboard.
It was my last year at
Diego Etxeberria Edumar, I was finishing
primary education and was
very sad because I didn’t
want school to end.
Berta Pfirsich

I remember going camping
with my family to Sort, in
Pallaras Sobirà. Everything
was green, there was a river
nearby; while my uncle and
father tried to fish using
cheese balls as bait, I sat
on the bank with my
colouring case and my
travel notebook.
Mireia Ruiz

Traveling abroad for the
At that time I think I was
first time.
obsessed with basketball and
Iván Montero fantasised with taking part
in the Olympic Games.
Carlos Copertone

A picture that was taken of
me at school when I had
a horrible haircut and a
broken tooth. My mother
still keeps it and has it in her
living room.
María Arranz

I remember the games,
being a child, and the
freedom that came from
living in a small town.
Pilar Lopez
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I remember spending
the summer with my
grandparents, in the family
country house in Valls. I was
waiting for the summer in
Barcelona, I longed for the
freedom I had there.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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The amount of things I
My favourite magazines.
My favourite films.
Anna Ponsa Lopez
Silvia Conde have to do each day.
Miguel Naranjo

Something you can’t count with your 10 fingers.

A memory from when you were 11.

Dragon Ball, I loved that
That was exactly the age at A trip to Florence with
series and still do.
which I started to notice the my parents.
Miguel Naranjo
first changes from childhood
Silvia Conde
to puberty. I hold very dear
memories from my time at
school, my friends, and the
feeling that our futures were
so far away.
Anna Ponsa Lopez

The things that are worth
Stones.
your while.
Diego Etxeberria

I couldn’t count my
Berta Pfirsich eclectic collection of
necklaces and earrings even
if I used my toes as well. I
have big ones, small ones,
shiny ones, hippy ones,
80s ones, colourful ones,
travel ones, ones that were
gifts, others that were found,
some that were inherited…
Mireia Ruiz

The amount of photo film
My plans. I spend the day
The amount of magazines
I use each month.
making plans and thinking
and fanzines I have at home.
Iván Montero about things I’d like to do:
María Arranz
going on a trip, reading
a book, going to visit
something that interests me,
improving my French,
going to play tennis…
I plan everything very
well, but excessively.
Carlos Copertone
The sweaters I’ve knitted
I would need an infinite
in the past year.
number of hands to count
Pilar Lopez the happiness I felt when
my daughter was born.
Josep Maria Ponsa

31

1+1. The simplicity of the forms.

32

1+1. The simplicity of the forms.

33

1+1. The simplicity of the forms.

That there are many
November for me is
Coziness and Cacaolat.
Scorpios like me.
Berta Pfirsich a transition month,
Diego Etxeberria
a bridge between
autumn and winter.
Mireia Ruiz

The stones from my trips.
My strength is the support
Love and a nice meal.
Diego Etxeberria
Berta Pfirsich I get from my friends, who
help me along the way.
Raisins as well, which I
love, since they’re so healthy
and beneficial. But above
all, I get my strength from
sunny days, they’re the best.
I think I’m a bit of a plant
sometimes, and need
to photosynthesise.
Mireia Ruiz
The cosmos.
Routine.
Thinking. And doing things
Iván Montero
Carlos Copertone together with other people.
María Arranz

Pumpkin purée
It’s pure autumn, my
Autumn and its
and humidity.
favourite season, so it’s a
regenerating powers.
Iván Montero perfect month for me.
María Arranz
You can make a lot of plans
without worrying about
holidays getting in the
way. It also appears in the
beautiful song Carlos Baila
by Family… Tanto el frío
de noviembre, el cansancio
y la costumbre.
Carlos Copertone
The first days of
It’s the last-but-one month,
cold weather.
still without the hassle of
Pilar Lopez the festivities; I feel calm
and relaxed, and take
the chance to reflect
on what has happened
during the year.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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Strength is the 11th Tarot card.

My family, the people who Meditate.
love me, and the challenges
I set for myself.
Anna Ponsa Lopez

What gives you strength?

The 11th month.

What meaning does November have for you?

It’s a transition month. The The arrival of cold weather. It’s the month
cold weather is coming, and
Silvia Conde whose number I
can never remember.
in Barcelona we’re usually
Miguel Naranjo
enjoying the last days of a
pleasant autumn.
Anna Ponsa Lopez

A good breakfast, coffee
Silvia Conde with milk, freshly squeezed
orange juice, and some toast
with tomato, salt, olive oil,
and a bit of basil.
Miguel Naranjo

My children and my family. Without a doubt, my family.
Pilar Lopez
Josep Maria Ponsa
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Without a doubt,
I don’t remember anybody
Miguel Naranjo.
of this zodiac sign who
Anna Ponsa Lopez is/was special to me.
Silvia Conde

My friend Kike, we’ve
known each other since we
were kids and we’ve spent
a whole lifetime sharing
moments and secrets.
Miguel Naranjo

Choosing a number, and a
magic one too, is a double
Berta Pfirsich challenge for me, but I’ll go
with 5. I find it attractive
and one of its meanings is
freedom. Perhaps freedom
has that magic.
Even more difficult.
I don’t like 13 much,
but it’s not based on
any personal experience.
Mireia Ruiz
1,61803398874988
Number 4 and number 7,
9 has always been my
Oh no, no cursed numbers. and not necessarily in that
favourite number.
Iván Montero order. Incidentally, they add I’ve always hated 4, I guess
up to 11.
because it’s too… square?
Number 7 and number 4,
María Arranz
and not necessarily in that
order. Incidentally, they add
up to 11.
Carlos Copertone

I prefer Leos and Scorpios. The important people
Diego Etxeberria in my life are usually
Capricorn or Virgo.
I’m a Cancer so I don’t
usually get along with
Aquaria since we’re
both water ‘Pokemons.’
Berta Pfirsich

Mikaela Miry, my great
French friend. She’s a
graphic designer, we worked
together for some time and
quickly connected. I love
her like a sister, she’s now in
Argentina and I miss her.
Mireia Ruiz

Number 7.
Number 4.

Number 8.
Number 7.
I’m not superstitious,
Number 3.
and don’t dislike any
Josep Maria Ponsa
particular number.
Pilar Lopez
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Aquarius is the 11th zodiac sign.

Number 22.
Number 5.

An important Aquarius in your life.

A magic number.
A cursed number.

Number 2.
I don’t have any, but
Silvia Conde I don’t like writing
down number 5.
Miguel Naranjo

For me number 11, it’s my
favourite number and it has
unexpectedly appeared before
me at key moments; I have
a nice connection with it.
I have none, I even think
that number 13 could give
me luck. That being said, I
do prefer odd numbers;
I’m a bit obsessive when
it comes to that.
Anna Ponsa Lopez
Any that’s a repetition.
Those that start with
a minus sign.
Diego Etxeberria

Paula, who is my mother.
As soon as I read the
For an Aquarius I missed
Iván Montero question I went on Google. two flights and ended up
I started looking up
moving town.
Aquarius celebrities and
María Arranz
even anniversaries that take
place during that period.
The accumulation of data
that we have is fascinating.
With such an overdose, I
can’t make up my mind.
Carlos Copertone
My grandmother on my
My mother, one of the
mother’s side.
people who has most
Pilar Lopez influenced me, and helped
me be who I am today.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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The band
Exploring Laos during the
The 15M Movement.
Naturalesa Salvatge.
summer, an unforgettable
María Arranz
Iván Montero and very intense experience.
Carlos Copertone

To be honest, I don’t
remember anything out
of the ordinary, for better
or for worse; although I’m
always surrounded by the
people who love me.
Pilar Lopez
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The days I spent in my
wife’s town during the
summer festivities, when
we gathered with friends
and family.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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Louis Kahn, a unique
Kiruna.
architect, an icon of the
20th century.
Anna Ponsa Lopez

Kafka and Kame Hame Ha.
Miguel Naranjo
Silvia Conde

Kutxabank.
Koh tao, a beautiful Thai
Kellog’s and Visual Korner.
Diego Etxeberria
Berta Pfirsich island that I was lucky
enough to visit last October.
A very inspiring place:
beaches, palm trees, coral
reefs… In sum, paradise.
Mireia Ruiz

Koala.

The 11th letter of the alphabet.

Turning 26 in Paris.
Indignation, camping,
Der Ventilator and Michael.
Diego Etxeberria
Berta Pfirsich mottos, a search
for change…
Mireia Ruiz

A word or name that inspires you and begins with letter K.

Something unforgettable about 2011.

According to Wikipedia,
Unintendedly
I moved to Berlin. It was
2011 “… was a common
transforming my
one of those decisions that
year starting on Saturday…”
passion into my profession. change everything.
Miguel Naranjo
Anna Ponsa Lopez
Silvia Conde

Ken Follett.
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Kiosk. When I was a kid
Karaoke. I’m a mega fan.
Iván Montero I thought it was fascinating
María Arranz
for someone to own an
entire kiosk. A whole
world concentrated in
such a tiny space.
Carlos Copertone

In my case, the film
Pilar Lopez Kramer vs. Kramer.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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Norwegian Wood
In Praise of Shadows
Kafka on the Shore
by Murakami.
by Tanizaki.
by Murakami.
Miguel Naranjo
Anna Ponsa Lopez
Silvia Conde

11 days in the Balearics.
Formentera, for sure! The
Hawaii.
11 minutes in Tokyo.
smell of pine trees + fig
My bathtub.
Diego Etxeberria
Berta Pfirsich trees + the Mediterranean,
heat, sun… Simply ideal.
I would escape for 11
minutes to any garden or
terrace with plants, I find
them very relaxing.
Mireia Ruiz

Any that makes me want
Psychomagic by Jodorowsky. Emotional Intelligence by
to finish it.
Berta Pfirsich Daniel Goleman. It shows
Diego Etxeberria
you a part of human
intelligence that is often
ignored or undervalued.
Mireia Ruiz

11 days, to the International
Space Station.
11 minutes, to the bottom
of the Mariana Trench.
Iván Montero

I practice “escapism”
Galicia.
constantly, or at least plan to. The Botanical Garden
If you ask me where
of Madrid.
I’d go for 11 days I’d
María Arranz
say New York.
I would spend 11
minutes in my favourite
city: San Sebastián.
Carlos Copertone

I would go on an 11 day
trip to Paris. I would go
back in time, to when
I was 16, to relive my
early youth even if just
for a few minutes.
Pilar Lopez

I would go back to
Cantabria, a place that gives
me very dear memories.
I would spend 11 minutes at
the Montjuic Castle, a place
with a privileged view of
Barcelona, my city.
Josep Maria Ponsa
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A book you would give an 11 out of 10.

A place to escape to for 11 days.
And one to escape to for 11 minutes.

To Cadaqués.
I would escape for 11 days
To the bathroom.
to an island.
Miguel Naranjo
And for 11 minutes I
would escape into my
mind, closing my eyes.
Silvia Conde

I would spend 11 days
in Chicago, and I would
escape for 11 minutes to
my school and relive some
unforgettable moments.
Anna Ponsa Lopez

The Erasers by
Games of the Late Age
Wanderlust: A History of
Alain Robbe-Grillet.
by Luis Landero.
Walking by Rebecca Solnit.
Iván Montero
Carlos Copertone
María Arranz

The Shadow of the Wind by
Cathedral of the Sea by
Carlos Ruiz Zafón.
Ildefonso Falcones.
Pilar Lopez
Josep Maria Ponsa
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Where are you usually on a Sunday at 11am?

In bed.
Enjoying breakfast and
In yoga class.
a film.
Silvia Conde
Anna Ponsa Lopez

Miguel Naranjo

Close to bed, always.
At 11am on Sundays I’m
In bed or
Diego Etxeberria drinking vermouth.
usually sitting at the only
Berta Pfirsich outside table at the bar
beneath mi house. With my
coffee with milk in a glass,
always in a glass, and my
small tuna sandwich. I prefer
savoury to sweet!
Mireia Ruiz

At home if it’s cold,
I’m usually neither partying Ideally, inside my bed.
if not, outside.
nor having breakfast. I’m
María Arranz
Iván Montero afraid I’m very boring
and am probably either
visiting some exhibition or
going up to Cercedilla or
El Escorial—two places I
love—to have lunch.
Carlos Copertone

Having breakfast at home
Walking through a park in
with my family.
my city.
Pilar Lopez
Josep Maria Ponsa
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This publication was made by friends.
Idea
Anna Ponsa Lopez, Miguel Naranjo & Diego Etxeberria.
Texts
Carlos Copertone & María Arranz.
Photography
Silvia Conde (pages: 12, 13, 14 and 15).
Berta Pfirsich (pages: 24, 25, 27, 28—29, 32, 33, 36, 37, 40,
41, 44, 45, 48—49, 51, 52 and 53).
Editorial concept & Art direction
Naranjo—Etxeberria.
Translation
Susana Monsó.

www.penajewels.com/@penajewels
www.missnobody.net/@annaponsalopez
www.silviaconde.com/@silvia_conde
www.naranjoetxeberria.com/@naranjoetxeberria
www.bertapfirsich.com/@bertapfirsich
www.cocolia.cat/@mireiaysuscosas
www.canicheeditorial.com/@carloscopertone
www.fuetmagazine.com/@maria_arranz
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You can buy the
whole collection at
www.penajewels.com
Credits.

1. The repetition
of the number one.
1+1. The simplicity
of the forms.

